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"The bank that friendship built"
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – February 24, 2004
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Phone: 812-689-9988 x257     E-mail:cmeyer@friendshipstatebank.com

Web site: www.friendshipstatebank.com
New data processing center in Friendship result of sustained growth
2/24/04 - Friendship, IN – The Friendship State Bank has grown again. 

The community bank’s newly constructed Data Processing Center became fully operational on Feb. 16 as 8 bookkeeping, technology and other employees migrated to their new home across the bank’s parking lot in Friendship. 

The 2800 sq. ft. complex was built on the lot facing Walnut Street behind The Friendship State Bank. The facility houses three offices and up to 9 workstations. 

Maxwell Construction, Batesville, managed the building’s construction, which was designed by Friendship State Bank premises manager Paul Stenger, systems administrator LaDessia Thayer, and bank president James Wm. Lemon. Site preparation began in August, 2003. 

“We were able to customize the facility to perfectly suit our needs, and account for potential growth in the future,” said Thayer. “We are just as technologically capable as the big city banks, right down here in the heart of Friendship.”

The original building on the lot, a 3-story home which had stood in Friendship for more than a century, was carefully moved to an adjacent lot in August, 2003. Rather than demolish a building that had stood in Friendship for so long – and one that was once the home of the bank’s founder, Wilke Lemon – the bank’s management found a way to preserve the house.

According to Stenger, the bank’s steady growth over the last 5 years has put a pinch on office space at the Friendship headquarters. The original bank, built in 1912, has had four additions: in 1948, 1975, 1996 and 2000. 

The vacated offices in the main building will be used for administrative purposes and to make way for an expansion in the bank’s loan department. 

SEI Data, Dillsboro, assisted with the telecommunications and data circuit connectivity. 

The Friendship State Bank, founded in 1912, combines modern technology with sensible community banking through its branches serving customers in Friendship, Dillsboro, Versailles, Rising Sun and Cross Plains.

The Friendship State Bank, FSI – Friendship Securities and Investments, and Friendship Insurance pull together to offer the communities of southeastern Indiana a full range of banking, investment and insurance products from one local, friendly and dependable source. 
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