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"The bank that friendship built"
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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – August 1, 2003

Contact: Chris Meyer

Phone: 812-689-9988 x257     E-mail:cmeyer@friendshipstatebank.com

Web site: www.friendshipstatebank.com
Historic century-old house spared as Friendship State Bank expands

[Photographs and cut-lines to accompany this release can be found at www.four-sep.com/FSB/Press.html]

8/1/03 - Friendship, IN – A three story house was spared demolition recently when it was moved from it’s century-old foundation to it’s new home, just 100 feet away. 

The Friendship State Bank has plans to build a new 2800 sq. ft. data processing center on the now-vacant lot facing Walnut Street behind its Friendship branch. Rather than demolish a building that has stood in Friendship for more than a century – one that was once the home of the bank’s founder, Wilke Lemon – the bank’s management found a way to preserve the house.

Paul Stenger, premises manager, and Jim Lemon, president, worked out a deal that sent the house rolling across a parking lot to a vacant plot of land owned by Jack Lee. 

According to Lemon, the house was part of the town’s landscape and destroying it would be a last resort. An initial plan to renovate the building to suit the bank’s needs was found to be unfeasible due to the technological and infrastructural demands of a modern bookkeeping and data processing center.

The new 2800 sq. ft. facility will house three offices and up to 8 workstations. Maxwell Construction, Batesville, will manage the building’s construction. Site preparation is expected to start in August, with anticipated occupancy in February, 2004.

According to Stenger, the bank’s steady growth over the last 5 years has put a pinch on office space at the Friendship headquarters. The original bank, built in 1912, has had four additions: in 1948, 1975, 1996 and 2000. The vacated offices in the main building will be used for administrative purposes. 

The logistics of the move were managed by Edwards Moving & Rigging, Shelbyville, KY. According to the job foreman, this was a relatively easy job. Instead of using a crane to move the house, beams were used to support the base of the house and it was gently lifted and coaxed on rollers to its new location.

The Friendship State Bank, founded in 1912, combines modern technology with sensible community banking through its branches serving customers in Friendship, Dillsboro, Versailles, Rising Sun and Cross Plains.
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