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"The bank that friendship built"
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – October 13, 2005

Contact: Chris Meyer

Phone: 812-667-5101     E-mail:cmeyer@friendshipstatebank.com

Web site: www.friendshipstatebank.com
 The Friendship State Bank presents $38K+ to local Red Cross
10/13/05 - Friendship, IN – The Friendship State Bank recently presented a check for $38,632 to the local Red Cross to aid in hurricane relief efforts in the gulf coast region.

Thanks to the bank’s generous customers, the $10,000 matching level was far exceeded. Donors at the bank contributed more than $28,000, with The Friendship State Bank donating $10,000.

“I think it’s just wonderful that such a large amount of money can be generated from our small communities,” said Rosemary Study, president of the Ripley County Red Cross.

Study and chapter manager Sandy VanDerbur were on hand to receive the check from The Friendship State Bank’s Brandi Eversman. Eversman was the lead organizer and driving force behind the bank’s fundraising activity immediately following the disastrous hurricane Katrina.

“The incredibly large response that this collection generated has kept me from being able to individually thank everyone,” said Eversman. “The sheer number of people donating was immediate and overwhelming. However, in this case, I can't think of anything better than being overwhelmed by this kind of generosity. The donations came in bits and pieces, but those bits and pieces all added up to something quite incredible.”

As an example of some of the fundraising efforts in our area, Eversman points to: 8 to 10 year olds having a bake sale, girl scouts from Dillsboro raising funds, a school penny war, local church involvement, a 6 year-old who brought in his piggy bank, and local schools.

Local businesses also got involved, including patients and employees from Davita Dialysis who took up a collection, and a Rising Sun business that cut hair all day for $10 a person and donated all the money to the hurricane relief effort.

“Brandi was really quick to act,” said FSB’s Chris Meyer. “Right after we discussed the idea, she spread the word, and the next day donations from our customers came rolling in. In fact, due to the incredible response, we decided to boost our matching level. I knew our customers were generous, but this result was just over the top.”

The Friendship State Bank, founded in 1912, combines modern technology with sensible community banking through its branches serving customers in Friendship, Dillsboro, Versailles, Rising Sun, Cross Plains, and soon, Vevay.
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